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Today’s
weather
Partly sunny
Low 40° High 6 2 ‘
Laugh, rock ‘n ’ roll 
with Sm ile and 
Nod this weekend
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Mustangs to swim against Aztecs in
Malibu on Saturday
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D rug ring busted 
that fiinneled pot 
through SLO
SAN LUIS OBISPO, Calif. — Federal 
and local otlicials said San Luis Obispo 
was a key distribution center for Mexican 
marijuana shipped nationwide.
Densely packed Mexican marijuana 
was moved to various locations in 
Southern C'aliforma and then to San Luis 
Obispo before it was packaged for ship­
ment east, authorities said.
Federal and local law enforcement otii- 
cials on Wednesday displayed some of the 
evidence seized during the 15-month 
probe. Investigators said San Luis Obispo 
was likely popular because its small, 
remote and centrally located.
There were four arrests.
In San Luis Obispo, the marijuana was 
repackaged into computer and television 
bo.xes for shipping nationwide. The pot 
repackaging took place in remote homes 
around the city because of the strong 
odor, otTicials said.
The San Luis Obispo County Narcotics 
Task Force investigation began after an 
C')hio-bound shipment of 631 pounds of 
marijuana was seized in 2005 during a 
routine SheritTs nepartment inspection 
at a commercial warehouse.
"The locale is kind of central to the 
state. It’s more of a quiet city. In Los 
Angeles, they are really looking for this 
type of stutT,” task force Cmdr. Jim 
Rodríguez said.
The investigation included surveillance 
in the Southern California cities of 
Pomona, Rancho Cucamonga, Fontana 
and Chino, as well as Santa Maria and 
Cincinnati.
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Cal Poly’s Society of Automotive Engineers is split into 
three teams, each with their own cars and competitions.
ing to the top
Hayley Bramble
M USTANti DAIIY
The Cal Poly Society of Automotive Engineers is moving full speed ahead 
into a busy quarter, working hard to prepare its cars for upcoming competi­
tions.
SAE is divided into three teams: Formula. Baja and Super mileage. The teams 
all work on separate cars and compete in separate competitions, but come 
together as a club to share a design center and funds.
“That’s the thing with our club: There’s something for everyone,’’ mechani­
cal engineering sophomore Chris Dirkes said of the club’s diverse interests.
Dirkes is the club’s publicity officer and the Formula team manager. The 
team is going to the National Hot Rod Association Museum in Pomona w'ith 
the Cal Poly Pomona SAE club this weekend for a panel discussion with hot 
rod and motorcycle builder Jimmy Shine.
see SAE, page 2
Flexible Fastener students, feculty 
design device for all &cets o f life
Josh Krane
M USTANd DAIIY
Cal Poly is looking to license out a 
flexible bolt that has uses in construc­
tion, medicine and many other facets of 
life.
The Flexible Fastener, designed and 
built by a team of C'al Poly students and 
faculty, can fit into nonaligned or mis­
matched holes and can be fastened to 
parts >vith nonparallel surfaces, such as 
roof trusses (which support roofs). They 
can also aid in robotics assembly and 
have the capability to add pliancy to arti­
ficial knees and other joints.
Cal Poly patented the Flexible 
Fastener in 2005.
The special bolts move side-to-side, 
like a spring, while remaining stiff top- 
to-bottom, which allows it to be tight­
ened.
They have uses in everyday tasks, such 
as securing loads to the end of a truck or 
attaching nonuniform pieces together.
“If you buy something, like a spare 
part, and the holes don’t match, or if 
you’re a bad carpenter and your holes 
don’t align, then this will work,’’ said 
Saeed Niku, professor and graduate advi­
sor for mechanical engineering, who 
oversaw the project. “You can use your 
imagination. Every time you need a 
device that needs bending and then 
tightening, then this would be appropri­
ate.
The flexible bolts will be especially 
useful in retrofitting buildings with older 
architecture and unreinforced masonry, 
said architectural engineering professor 
Abe Lynn. Structural elements in these 
buildings are often hard to access, he 
said, making it difficult to drill holes that 
are exact in alignment and angle.
“Contractors were looking for these 
bolts a long time ago. It’s like velcro; it 
makes our lives easier. For contractors, 
it’s not going to replace every bolt, but 
there are certain situations where it will 
help make it easier,’’ Lynn said.
Birthed from a “flash of imagination”
see Fastener, page 2
More women are sin^e 
now than in recent years
Garesia Randle
y i l  DAIIY RI-V hlllF (LSU)
BATON ROUCiE, La.— Vernell Fields has always led 
an exciting life. Fields, 53, embarked on a college earner at 
East Texas State University, now Texas AAM University 
C'ommerce, to pursue a career in criminal justice in the 
late ‘70s — a time when women were just beginning to 
pnive their pmfessional worth in the workforce.
Fields said she never got the chance to make her law 
enforcement career a R*ality, but her professional life as a 
clinic manager for East Baton Rouge TubeRuIosis Unit 
and a customer service associate at Dillard’s has flilfillc*d 
her life over the years.
The Texas native packed her bags long ago to leave 
home and has lived everywheR* from Maryland to 
Floriila. She has visited Nigeria and has plans to vacation 
in China this summer.
But Fields has made this journey alone.
see Single, page 2
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continued f n m  page I
Fields is among the 51 percent of American women who 
reported living without a spouse in 2(K)5. According to a New 
York Times analysis of Census Bureau data, the combination of 
widows, single, separated and divorced women has reached its 
peak, rising from the 35 percent in 1950 and 49 percent in 2(HK).
Although Fields said she is far along in her life, entering a life 
of holy matrimony is far down on her list of things to do.
Not Lonely ...Just Single
Fields said she once had a desire to get married in her 30s 
when she could have children, but she never found anyone she 
deemed worth spending the rest of her life with.
“When I wanted to get married, men were coming back from 
the Vietnam War, and the quality and availability of men was not 
appealing,” Fields said. “When (men) came back a lot of them 
had mental problems or went to prison. They just were not 
themselves.”
Fields said her age has forfeited her chance to have children 
who could possibly care for her when she gets elderly, but she 
stands firm in her choice not to have children outside marriage.
“I was not going to have a child and raise it by myself,” Fields 
said. “I did not want to be selfish by fulfilling my needs to have a 
child and not look at the child’s needs.”
Fields said she sometimes feels lonely, but being single gives 
her a sense of freedom that she would not otherwise have.
“1 have a stress-free life because I got the chance to do what­
BY THE
N U M B E R S
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ever I wanted to do ... whenever 1 wanted to do it,” Fields said. 
“I have had the chance to travel, and I did not have to worry 
about consulting with anyone or worrying about a family when 
1 got ready to do something.”
Karen Gail Lewis, marriage and family therapist and author of 
the self-help novel “With or Without a Man: Single Women 
Taking Control ofTheir Lives,” said she has seen more of a social 
acceptance of women staying single during her 36 years as a ther­
apist.
“There is not a financial need that women get married. There 
is no longer a social need. And there is much more pressure for 
women to have careers now,” Lewis said. “When a woman has a 
career, she may not get married until 35. But she may have been 
in a committed relationship for 10 years. Society says it is OK 
until a woman gets to a child-bearing age. That is when the pres­
sure comes in.”
Percentages for widows and divorced women increase as 
women get older, according to 2(K)5 Census Bureau data. 
Eighteen percent of women between the ages of 45 and 54 are 
divorced compared to 5 percent of women between the ages of 
20 and 34.
Lewis said the percentages of divorced women and widows are
higher for women after their 40s because many women do not 
remarry.
“There is some indication that older widows and divorced (( 
women don’t get remarried the way they use to,” Lewis said. ^, 
“One reason many older women don’t get married again is (, 
because they have been through marriage and don’t want to start | 
over with a new man and relationship that may not be good.”
The New York Times reported that 53 percent of American, 
men are married and living with their spouses compared to the 
49 percent of women who are doing the same.
“Women live longer than men,” Lewis said in regards to the 
women’s lower percentage of living with a spouse. “And these 
numbers for women living without spouses may be even higher • 
because the census does not count the 80-or l(K)-year-old 
women living without a spouse.”
Future Generations
Women between the ages of 20 and 34 rank the highest at 47 i 
percent among other age groups of women who have never been 
married, according to the 2(K)5 Census Bureau. These are the 
ages that most women are in college or in the primes of their 
lives and careers.
SAE
continued from  page 1
The Formula team will also be featured on a new 
show called “Hard Shine” with the man himself on 
TLC. They are filming the show this weekend.
The Baja team is working on a new car for their 
competition in South Dakota on May 3. They are 
using the same frame as last year, but have revamped it 
with new suspension and a redesign on select systems.
At the intercollegiate competition in May, the Baja 
team will be judged not only on how its off-road 
buggy runs, but on the its design as well. The physical 
competitions are Maneuverability, Rock Crawl, 
Acceleration, Hill Climb and an Endurance Race that 
usually lasts 4 hours, according to the team’s Web site.
Industrial engineering senior Holly Dunckel is the 
new manager of the Baja team. She said that the most 
important thing in considering a car design is “getting 
the horsepower to the ground with as little loss as pos­
sible.”
In addition to the car used for competition, the 
team also has a car used for driver training. The team 
practices and test runs its car in the tractor training 
field.
New safety regulations this year have required them 
to put a shield surrounding the gas cap on top of the 
gas tank to prevent any dangers while fueling. A new, 
safer gas cap that can stay sealed, even if the car tipped 
over, is also now required, but the team says they 
already used the special cap last year.
The Supermileage team is competing in the Shell 
Eco-marathon at the California Speedway in April. 
This is the first year the race has been held in the U.S., 
as it is usually held in Europe.
As their name states, the team is “basically trying to 
get the highest gas mileage possible” with their car 
design, said Tom Heckel, mechanical engineering 
junior. Heckel became involved with the club this 
year after transferring from the College of Marin.
The club recently received the Outstanding 
Student Branch Award and their president, Andrew 
Davidson, has been nominated for the Leadership 
Development Award.
The club of about 100 members held their first 
meeting of winter quarter Thursday to give team 
updates. They meet every Saturday in the hangar of 
the Research Development building from 10 a.m. to 
4 p.m. to work on their cars. You can check out their 
Web site at http://calpolysae.org/.
Self-driving car may soon be a reality
Sarah Tomoser
THE DAILY UN IVERSE (BYU)
FROVO, Utah — What was 
once thought to be only a fantasy
— telling a car where to go and 
then sitting back to enjoy the ride 
as the vehicle does the driving — is 
close to reality.
A 2005 Dodge Caravan donated 
to the Brigham Young University 
Engineering Department will be 
quite different from typical mini­
vans that occupy the streets. 
Students and faculty will work to 
make the vehicle drive itself, with­
out human guidance.
The car will be entered into the 
Defense Advanced Research 
I’rojects Agency |DARFA| (irand 
C'hallenge, which is in its third 
year, fhe vehicle that performs the 
best on a determined course, with 
obstacles, will win the competi­
tion.
The team of BYU students and 
faculty consists of about 50 people
— including three faculty mem­
bers, seven graduate students and 
36 undergraduate students.
“It’s fun to have a big project
with a lot of people working 
together; there’s a lot of excite­
ment,” said Doran Wilde, an associ­
ate professor of electrical and com­
puter engineering.
“This being our first year enter­
ing the challenge, we don’t know 
how we’ll do,” Wilde said. “We 
hope to do well, but we don’t 
expect to do as well as teams who 
have been doing it for three years.”
The DARPA Grand Challenge 
has three stages.
The first stage will occur on 
April 13. Teams must send a five- 
minute video demonstrating their 
vehicle driving autonomously.
Teams are then selected for a site 
visit at the end of June. A represen­
tative from DARl’A will watch 
each team’s vehicle operate in their 
hometown. Teams that perform 
well during the site visit will be 
asked to compete in the National 
Qualifying Event in October.
The final teams will compete 
November in the final stage of the 
challenge for a S2 million prize. 
The final task is to have the vehi­
cles drive on a high difFiculty
Fastener
continued from  page 1 
while Niku’s philosophy of design 
students were sitting in his office a 
few years ago, the project received 
funding from the National 
Collegiate Innovators and 
Inventors Alliance to develop a 
prototype.
While recognizing the signifi­
cance of receiving a patent on a
product that will give prestige and 
revenue to the university, Niku 
said he has taken the process in 
stride.
“It’s a feeling of satisfaction to 
see the idea reduced to useful 
practice,” Niku said. “It would be 
fantastic to see it in stores where 
people could actually buy it. But 
everything you see, someone has 
invented. It puts this in perspec- 
tive.
su|do|ku
© Puzzles tyPanxnew
Complete the grid so that every row, column and 3x3 box 
contains every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively.
course with various obstacles.
To effectively tackle the project, 
BYU’s team of 50 is divided into 
three groups: Artificial intelligence, 
controls and sensors.
Christopher Greco of 
Culpepper,Va., a master’s student in 
electrical engineering, is the team 
leader over all three groups and is 
also the sensor team leader.
Greco said he knows the experi­
ence he gains from the project will 
carry over into his career.
“Seeing the magnitude of this 
project, it’s a good eye-opener for 
what kind of projects to expect in 
a job after college,” Greco said.
The students involved believe 
the DARl’A Challenge is a great 
opportunity to demonstrate their 
abilities to future employers.
“This kind of project is very 
highly recruited,” said Beau 
Tippetts of Afton, Wyo., a master’s 
student in electrical engineering 
and the vehicle control group 
leader. “ It really allows you apply 
the skills and knowledge that 
you’ve gained and put them into 
practice.”
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California air rm aktors ban toxic dry-cleaning chemical
Samantha Young
ASSOC:iATED PRESS
SACRAMENTO — Like most 
dry cleaners in the country, Thomas 
De Pippo used the industry’s prima­
ry chemical to get the spots, drips 
and stains from his customers’ 
clothes.
After 12 years in business, a soil 
test discovered the toxic solvent per- 
chloroethylene four feet below his 
store, Julie’s Cleaners, in the Orange 
County city of Garden Grove.
“The cost of the cleanup was 
$2()(),()0(). It cost me my entire life 
savings, my marriage,’’ De Pippo 
said. “I had to sell all my stocks.”
Now De Pippo is an advocate of 
so-called wet cleaning, one of sever­
al new methods that he and thou­
sands of other dry cleaners across the 
country are turning to as a more 
environmentally friendly option.
Thè market for those greener 
technologies got a boost Thursday 
when California air regulators 
enacted the nation’s first statewide 
ban of perchloroethylene by 2023.
“That’s the wave of the future — 
nontoxic, non-smog forming” said 
Annette Kondo, spokeswoman for 
the Coalition for Clean Air, a 
California environmental group. 
“We think this is going to ripple 
down to other states across the 
country.”
The regulation by the California 
Air Resources Board begins to phase 
out the fluid next year, banning dry 
cleaners from buying machines that 
rely on the solvent. The state’s 3,4(M) 
dry cleaners who now use it must 
get rid of machines that are 15 years 
or older by July 2010.
Environmental and health advo­
cates embraced the new rule, 
although they had urged the air 
board to accelerate the ban because 
of the chemical’s health effects as a 
potential carcinogen.The solvent has 
contaminated one in 10 wells in 
California.
“Dry cleaners have known this is 
a problem for quite some time,” 
board member Dorene D’Adamo 
said. “There is a cost to society, and
believe me taxpayers are paying for 
it.”
But cleaners say the ban threatens 
to drive some of them out of busi­
ness because alternative methods are 
unproven and more costly. An esti­
mated 70 percent of the state’s dry 
cleaners use the solvent.
“It could shut down some mom- 
and-pop operations — the little guys 
that can’t afford it,” said Bob 
Blackburn, president of the 
California Cleaners Association.
The cost of converting could be 
significant for dry cleaners, 85 per­
cent of which are small businesses 
with slim profit margins. Replacing 
a machine that uses perchloroethyl­
ene can cost between $41,5(K) and 
$175,000.
Customers are likely to notice the 
change when they pick up their 
clothes. The air board estimates that 
the additional expense of the new 
equipment will boost a $15 bill 
between $1.20 to $1.60.
In addition to wet cleaning, three 
other alternatives are considered the
best options to replace the old 
method, according to the air board. 
Which is best remains under debate.
Environmentalists urged the 
board to ban the most common 
alternative, which uses hydrocar­
bons. Critics said it could lead to 
increased ozone pollution.
The board’s vote follows similar 
action five years ago by the South 
Coast Air Quality Management 
District in Southern California.That 
agency became the first regulatory 
body in the country to ban per­
chloroethylene, forcing more than 
2,0(K) dry cleaners to stop using the 
chemical by 2020.
Last year, the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency banned the 
chemical for dry cleaners located in 
residential buildings nationwide by 
2020. But those operations are a 
small fraction of the nation’s clean­
ers, said Jon Meijer, vice president of 
the International Fabricare Institute, 
an industry association based in 
Maryland.
In California, for example, only
50 of the state’s 5,210 dry cleaners 
operate out of residential buildings. 
Under the new state rule, those 
cleaners must remove their per­
chloroethylene machines by July 
2010.
“Is anyone else doing what 
California is doing? Absolutely not,” 
said Sandra Giarde, executive direc­
tor of the California Cleaners 
Association.
California declared perchloroeth­
ylene a toxic chemical in 1991. State 
health officials told the air board 
Thursday that it can cause 
esophageal cancer, lymphoma, cervi­
cal and bladder cancer. The solvent, 
which has a strong, sweet odor, also 
can affect the central nervous sys­
tem.
Some business owners disputed 
those claims.
Blackburn, 68, the association 
president is a second-generation dry 
cleaner who said his own health was 
fine.
“The health issue is a non-issue in 
my book,” he said.
Passports now required for Mexico, Canada
T
j Kate Bigam
IVMIY KENT STATER (KENT STATE U)
KENT, Ohio — Students plan­
ning to travel to Cancún or the 
C'aribbean Islands over Spring Break 
will have to invest a little bit more 
money than usual into their vacation. 
As ofTuesday, all American air trav- 
i elers are required to have a valid pass- 
I port in order to fly out of and back
into the United States.
According to a fact sheet provided 
by the U.S. Depamnent of State’s 
Bureau of Consular Affairs, the air- 
travel law is the first phase of the 
Western Hemisphere Travel Initiative, 
designed to strengthen border securi­
ty. ^
Rick Webster, vice president of 
gm’ernment affairs for the Travel 
Industry Association, said most travel­
ers who fly to their international des­
tinations already have passports.
“We’re hoping that (Tuesday’s) first 
phase of the implementation of 
Western Hemisphere Travel Initiative 
will be a non-event,” he said. “We’re 
hoping it’s been well-publicized 
enough that there won’t be any
issues.
In the past, travelers to Mexico, 
Canada, Central and South America, 
the Caribbean and Bermuda were not 
required to carry a passport. Under 
the new law, only air travelers are 
required to carry passports across 
international borders.
Linda Copley, clerk of Kent, Ohio 
City Council, said the city of Kent has 
been providing passports since 2(K)2.
Since that time, moix* than 2,5.50 
passports have been processed.
Normal passport processing time is 
eight weeks and costs $97; for $157, 
the process can be completed in six 
weeks. The city of Kent a*ceives $30 
fniin each application.
In a memo sent to Kent Mayor’ 
John Fender and the C-ity Cxiuncil, 
Copley called passport sales a “finan­
cial success” for the city.
“People are applying for a variety 
of reasons,” she wrote, “from the 
young man who was just naturalized 
to the elderly couple going on a 
cruise for their golden anniversary.”
But Webster said the final phase of 
the plan, which will be carried out 
sometime in 2008 or early 200‘L will
affect more people by requiring inter­
national land and sea travelers to carry 
passports.
“Looking down the road, when 
the implementation occurs for sea 
and particularly for land border travel.
there’s where we’re much more con­
cerned,” Webster said. “You’re dealing 
with a much higher volume of travel­
ers.”
Pat Smith, media relations manager 
for Cleveland Hopkins International
Airport, said the new law won’t affect 
airport personnel much.
“By the time (travelers) have gotten 
to us, they already have their pa.ss- 
ports,” Smith said. “Really, nothing is 
going to change.”
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Briefs
State
VICTORVILLE (AP) —
An elementary school teacher 
pleaded not guilty to allega­
tions of molesting two 6-year- 
old girls.
Rogelio Alvino Cardenas, 
60, entered the plea Tuesday to 
two counts of continuous sexu­
al abuse of a child under the 
age of 14, with special allega­
tions of having multiple vic­
tims.
He was ordered held on $1 
million bail and could face six 
years to 16 years in prison if 
convicted.
• • •
LOS ANGELES (AP) —
The University of California, 
Los Angeles, was the most pop­
ular university choice in the 
nation, with 50,694 students 
applying for the expected 
4,675 slots m the fall freshman 
class, the school announced.
The number of applicants 
was up 7.1 percent from last 
year and exceeded that of any 
other university in the country, 
UCLA said Wednesday. The 
school has held the lead for 
nearly a decade.
The overall number of blacks 
and Híspanles applying 
increased and they also gained 
as a percentage of applicants, at 
5 percent and 1S percent, 
respectively.
N ational
NEW YORK (AP) —
Stocks pulled back sharply 
Thursday, sending the Dow Jones 
industrials down more than 100 
points, as investors grew con­
cerned over a lackluster report 
on sales of existing homes.
The drop in the Dow and a 
reversal of two days of strong 
performance by tech stocks came 
as a sell-off occurred in the bond 
market. The 10-year Treasury 
note broke through a 200-day 
moving average of 4.85 percent. 
Earlier in the day, investors’ cheer 
over quarterly reports from eBay 
Inc., Nokia Corp., AT&T Inc. 
had failed to translate to gains as 
strong earnings news had done
in previous days.
• • •
FO RT CAMPBELL, Ky. 
(AP) — A 101st Airborne 
Division soldier was sentenced 
Thursday to IS years in prison 
for murdering a detainee and 
taking part in the killings of two 
others in Iraq last year.
Pfc. Corey R. Clagett, 21, was 
one of four soldiers from the 
division’s 3rd Brigade 
“Rakkasans” who were accused 
in the detainees’ deaths during a 
May 9 raid on the Muthana 
chemical complex in Samarra, 
about 60 miles north of 
Baghdad.
International
BAGHDAD, Iraq (AP) —
A suicide car bomber struck a 
mostly Shiite neighborhood 
Thursday in central Baghdad, 
killing 26 people, hours after 
the prime minister promised 
the coming U.S.-Iraq security 
sweep in the capital would pur­
sue militants wherever they 
were hiding. The blast occurred 
shortly after two rockets 
slammed into the heavily forti­
fied Green Zone. Two hours 
later, a second huge explosion
rocked the area.
• • •
M OSCOW  (AP) — Russia 
responded with silence 
Thursday after Georgia revealed 
a foiled effort by a Russian man 
to sell weapons-grade uranium, 
an episode that appeared to cast 
doubt on the nation’s ability to 
halt the black market trade in 
nuclear materials.
The origin of 3.5 ounces of 
highly enriched uranium seized 
early last year in the former 
Soviet republic remains unclear, 
and some experts accused 
Georgia of trying to embarrass 
Russia at a time of strained rela­
tions between Moscow and 
Washington.
The Russian government 
said nothing publicly about the 
inquiry.
O bam a calls for 
universal health
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care within six years
Nedra Pickier
ASSOCIATEU PRESS
WASHINGTON — Every 
American should have health care 
coverage within six years. 
Democratic Sen. Barack Obama 
said Thursday as he set an ambi­
tious goal soon after jumping into 
the 2008 presidential race.
“The time has come for univer­
sal health care in America,” Obama 
said at a conference of Families 
USA, a health care advocacy group.
“I am absolutely determined that 
by the end of the first term of the 
next president, we should have uni­
versal health care in this country,” 
the Illinois senator said.
Obama was previewing what is 
shaping up to be a theme of the 
2008 Democratic primary. His 
chief rivals. Sen. Hillary Rodham 
Clinton and John Edwards, also are 
strong proponents of universal 
health care and have promised to 
offer their plans.
Obama said while plans are 
offered in every campaign season 
with “much fanfare and promise,” 
they collapse under the weight of 
Washington politics, leaving citi­
zens to struggle with the skyrock­
eting costs.
He said 'it’s wrong that 46 mil­
lion in this country are uninsured 
when the country spends more 
than any one else on health care. 
He said Americans pay $15 billion 
in taxes to help care for the unin­
sured.
“We can’t afford another disap­
pointing charade in 2008,2009 and 
2010,” Obama said. “It’s not only 
tiresome, it’s wrong.”
Obama’s call was an echo of a 
speech he made last April when he 
said Democrats “need to cling to 
the core values that make us 
Democrats, the belief in universal 
health care, the belief in universal
education, and then we should be 
agnostic in terms of how to achieve 
those values.”
His argument Thursday not only 
will be considered through the 
prism of the presidential campaign, 
but weighed against rival Sen. 
Hillary Rodham Clinton’s ill-fated 
plan to overhaul the health care 
insurance system when she was first 
lady.
Even after leading that calami­
tous attempt in 1993, Clinton 
remains in favor of universal health 
care and has made it a central 
theme of her presidential bid.
“One of the goals that I will be 
presenting ... is health insurance for 
every child and universal health 
care for every American,” she said 
at a community health clinic in 
New York Sunday, the day after 
entering the 2008 Democratic 
field. “That’s a very major part of 
my campaign and I want to hear 
people’s ideas about how we can 
achieve that goal.”
On Thursday, she criticized 
Bush’s proposal to make health care 
more affordable through tax breaks, 
arguing that it would lead to less 
funding for hospitals.
Addressing the U.S. Conference 
of Mayors, Clinton was self-depre­
cating in describing her own expe­
rience in the health care debate 
and joked that Bush would need 
some heavy-duty protection as he 
wades into the fight.
“I welcome his participation in 
the health care debate. I’m going to 
send him a suit of armor because I 
know anybody who puts a foot in 
the health care debate is gonna 
need that. I’ve got the scars and 
experience to show for it,” said the 
New York senator.
Another candidate, Ohio Rep. 
Dennis Kucinich, also backs uni­
versal health care.
Ford posts leœid net loss 
of$12.7 billion in 2006
Tom Krisher
ASStK:iATEI> PRESS
DEARBORN, Mich. — Ford 
Motor Co. lost a staggering $12.7 
billion in 2006 — an average of 
$1,925 for every car and truck it 
sold.
The company that invented the 
assembly line and whose name was 
a byword for the auto industry 
warned i*" v’iO Meed nsh  for two 
more years oelore it h.is a shot at
Linirsday. was the worst in the 
company’s 103-year history and 
came amid slumping demand for 
sport utility vehicles and other gas 
guzzlers and huge restructuring 
costs tied in part to the planned 
closure of 16 plants.
Last year’s loss surpassed Ford’s 
old record of $7.39 billion set in 
1992.
A’fQUtth^<luart!er foss’oflS'.B,bil­
lion helped drive up the red ink, 
which for the year amounted to 
$6.79 per share versus a profit of  ^
$1.44 billion, or 77 cents a share, in f 
2005.
Although huge, the losses were 
far from the largest quarterly or 
annual corporate deficits on record 
— Time Warner Inc. reported a 
$97.2 billion loss in 2002, largely 
due to new accounting rules about 
lu>\ 11 .isNots. Ford could not
rel\' o>- iiTMiinfin«» rules, howov'”'
f-oulN loss also wasn't the uors; 
annual total in the auto industry. 
General Motors Corp. lost $23.4 
billion in 1992, due mainly to 
accounting rule changes on health 
care liabilities.
The Dearborn-based company  ^
predicted more losses for this year f 
and in 2008, but Ford said its 6 
restructuring plan is on track to J
see Ford, page 3 f
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Students dash at a Beimt university, 2  reported dead
Brian Murphy
Asscx iA r n )  mtss
BEIRUT. Lebanon — 
(iovernment and opposition sup­
porters clashed at a Beirut university 
campus Thursday, battering each 
other with sticks, stones and even 
furniture in new violence spilling 
over from Lebanon’s political crisis. 
At least two people were reported 
killed.
Black smoke poured into the sky 
from cars engulfed in flames as 
armored vehicles full of troops 
moved in to try to keep the two 
sides apart. But the riot spread 
through the streets around Beirut 
Arab University as students smashed 
parked cars in a battle that raged for 
three hours.
After the rioters dispersed, the 
military declared a nighttime curfew.
The melee — the third straight 
day of violence — underscored how 
Lebanon’s political power struggle 
between the U.S.-backed govern­
ment of Prime Minister Fuad 
Saniora and the Hezbollah-led 
opposition has moved into the 
volatile streets. Many fear it could 
spiral out of control and push the 
country back into civil war.
Saniora was in Paris Thursday at a 
conference of donor nations that 
promised more than $7 billion in aid 
to rebuild Lebanon after this sum­
mer’s devastating Hezbollah-lsrael 
war.
The violence began with an argu­
ment between pro-government 
Sunni Muslims and supporters of the 
Shiite Hezbollah opposition move­
ment in the university cafeteria, stu­
dents said.
As the melee grew, Hezbollah 
supporters called in help, and resi-
Ford
continued from  page 4 
return to profitability in 20(l‘L
“We know where we are. We are 
dealing with it and we’re on plan,” 
Chief Executive Ofllcer Alan 
Mulally told reporters and industry 
analysts in a conference call.
Several analysts said the loss was 
not surprising, given Ford’s high 
costs and falling market share and 
sales. Ford’s future is cloudy at best, 
given the deficit that it must over­
come, analysts said.
“They have a massive challenge 
in front of them. Their basic busi­
ness is billions of dollars m the 
red,” said Burnham Securities ana­
lyst Havid Healy.
Ford, which lost $6 billion on 
North American operations alone, 
said it expects to burn up $10 biW 
lion in cash to run its business 
through 2009 and spend another 
$7 billion to in\^‘st in new prod­
ucts.
The fourth-quarter loss was the 
worst final-quarter loss in Ford’s 
history and its second-worst quar­
terly performance. Ford lost $6.7 
billion in the first quarter of 1992.
Excluding special items. Ford 
lost $1..S0 per share in all of 2006, 
worse than Wall Street predicted. 
Fourteen analysts surveyed by 
Thomson Financial expected a loss 
of $1.35 per share for the year, 
excluding special items.
The company’s shares fell 1 cent, 
or 0.12 percent, to SS.19 in after­
noon trading on the New York 
A’the-k'Txcri.1nge.
dents from the surrounding Sunni 
neighborhood joined in. Dozens of 
vigilantes wearing blue and red con­
struction hats and carrying makeshift 
weapons — chair legs, pipes, garden 
tools, sticks and chains — converged 
on the university and clashed with 
the police.
The army was called in with 
armored vehicles, firing tear gas and 
live rounds in the air to try to dis­
perse the crowd.
Hezbollah leader Sheik Hassan 
Nasrallah later appealed for calm on 
live television, asking his followers to 
clear the streets and allow security 
forces to operate.
“It is a religious duty. All must ... 
leave the streets and remain calm and 
restrain themselves and leave the 
arena for the army and the security 
forces to shoulder full responsibility
to control the situation,” Nasrallah 
said in an audio message broadcast 
on Hezbollah’s Al-Manar TV and 
other channels.
Al-Manar reported two of the 
Shiite group’s supporters was killed. 
Security officials could not immedi­
ately confirm the deaths but report­
ed 17 people wounded. Other TV 
stations reported that about 25 peo­
ple were hurt.
The opposition has staged two 
months of demonstrations and sit- 
ins in a bid to topple Saniora’s gov­
ernment. The prime minister has 
refused the opposition’s demand for 
veto-wielding share of the Cabinet.
Thursday’s clash came two days 
after a general strike called by the 
opposition turned into the worst day 
of violence since the political crisis 
began. The strike sparked opposi­
tion-government clashes around the 
country that killed three people and 
took on a dangerous sectarian tone, 
with fights between Sunni Muslims 
and Shiites.
The trouble at the university — 
located in the mainly Sunni Muslim 
neighborhood ofTarik el-Jadideh — 
began with the argument in a cafe­
teria, students said. They said univer­
sity security broke up the fight, but 
the Sunni supporters encircled the 
campus.
During the brawl, some students 
claimed they came under sniper fire. 
Mohammed Abdul-Sater, a 21-year- 
old Shiite student, said he saw at least 
three people wounded by gunfire.
“We are afraid about the future of 
the country,” he said. “We are afraid 
about civil war.”
As the battle spilled into the
streets, people from outside the uni­
versity joined in. Young men carry­
ing sticks and wearing hard hats 
arrived and pelted each other with 
stones. Some flung pieces of furni­
ture. Soldiers fired volleys of auto­
matic rifle fire into the air, and resi­
dents of the area fled.
Saad Hariri, leader of the parlia­
mentary majority and the leading 
Sunni opponent of Hezbollah, also 
urged his supporters to exercise 
restraint.
Lebanon fought a 15-year civil 
war between its Christian and 
Muslim communities, ending in 
1990. The current political crisis has 
divided the country along different 
lines — with Sunnis largely backing 
Saniora, Shiites behind Hezbollah, 
and Christians divided between the 
two camps.
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The C>ambria Art and Wine Festival mixes the best wines, food and art that Cambria and the surrounding 
San Luis Obispo area have to offer. This year, the festival will last three days from Jan. 26 to 28.
Art, wine and food a-plenty at Cambria Festival
Hayley Bramble
M U SIA N (i DAllY
In January, t'ainbria is usually a 
sleepy little town, but for the past 
few years, the small community 
just 33 miles north of San Luis 
Obispo has*sought to liven things 
up a bit.
The Cambria Art and Wine 
Festival starts today and will run 
through the weekend, rain or 
shine. The fifth annual festival 
offers wine tasting, fine dining, 
and local artists’ work.
“ It was kind of my brainchild 1 
got stuck with,” said Nancy 
McKarney, who chairs the event. 
McKarney said they are expecting 
more people than ever this year 
and that Frid.iy’s kick-otf event has 
been sold out for over a month.
O f the part of the weekend she’s 
most looking forward to, she
joked, “Monday morning when 
it’s all over."
This year, they have added 
another day and another event to 
the festival.
“ It has grown from a one-day 
event to a three-day event in four 
years,” said Mary Ann C'arson, 
executive director of the Cambria 
C'hamber of C.ommerce. C'arson 
has been involved with the 
Cdiamber of C'ommerce for 10 
years and helps put on the festival 
along with the Allied Arts 
Association.
Saturday includes wine tasting 
from all local wineries and an art 
show. The main event takes place 
at the Veterans’ Hall, but addition­
al wine tasting is available at the 
Joslyn ('enter on Main Street. 
Artists’ work is also displayed 
throughout the town. Art pieces
■ o ' n
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are available for purchase through 
a silent auction, w'hich closes at 5 
p.m. that evening.
This year’s addition to the festi­
val is a special banquet at the his­
toric and • award-winning 
Bramble’s Dinner House. The 
Kaperonis tamily, who has owned 
and operated the restaurant since 
19S2, will host the event on 
Saturday at 6 p.m. Each of the 
meal’s six courses is paired with a 
specially selected wine, most of 
which are from local wineries. The 
dinner requires a separate ticket, 
but includes all other events with 
its purchase.
Sunday’s event, an artists’ fair 
held in the Veterans’ Hall, allows 
guests to talk with local artists. 
Artists will be selling original 
work and reproductions. More 
wine tasting and a barbeque are 
also scheduled for Sunday.
C^arson said the community has 
worked hard to promote the 
event, sending out press releases 
all over the state and advertising 
with two local radio stations and 
numerous publications.
Both McKariuy and ('.arson said 
the festiN’al helps bring peiiple into 
Uiwai at a time the>’ wouUin’t usually 
come.
“It’s wtirking wvll." ( a^rstin said.
Tickets to the event aa* still avail- 
aNe, but limited, ('.arson said they 
expect the evvnt to sell out. Rir moR* 
infortì ution on tickets or any of the 
events, contact the ('.ambria Chamber 
of (xiinnieae at 927-3624.
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Smile and Nod to ^Rod^ out
Whitney Diaz
MUSTANC; UAIIY
Improv students plan to don 
their best rock star or rapper 
threads this Saturday night at S 
p.m. in the Cal Boly Blackbox 
Theater.
This quarter’s first themed 
improv show is “Rock vs. Rap,’’ 
where the team not only dresses 
up, but the audience is encouraged 
to get stylish, too. A member since 
2003, co-manager Stephanie 
“Tanner” Agron encourages stu­
dents to attend.
“Any of our shows are a fun and 
inexpensive way to do something 
on a Saturday night,” the theater 
arts major said. “There’s high qual­
ity, entertaining comedy. It does 
not take the whole night, only a 
few hours of fun. The goal is for 
the audience to have a good time.”
The improvisational troupe 
Smile and Nod was established in 
1998 by Cal Poly improv enthusi­
asts. What started as one show per 
quarter sparked two shows every 
weekend.The shows are performed 
and organized by students every 
Saturday night, and the themed 
shows are organized only once 
every quarter.
English student Rachel Burruel, 
a member of Smile and Nod since 
2006, said that improvisational 
comedy takes a lot of teamwork.
honesty and trust.
“An honest response is the fun­
niest thing,” she said. “You have to 
really trust each other.”
Although they are on stage, 
Agron stressed that improvisation is 
not scripted or easy.
“We have rehearsals and prac­
tices just like a sports team,” she 
said. “There are no plays, or scripts. 
So we’re working toward learning 
how to listen to one another. 
Improv is most definitely based in 
teamwork.”
Smile and Nod starts the first 
show at 8 p.m., and the second 
begins at 10 p.m. The shows are 
separated by short form and long 
form improvisation, sometimes 
including standup comedy. Short 
form improv contains a series of 
games with specific objectives in 
the “Whose Line Is It Anyway?” 
style. Long form shows are a little 
more complicated.
“Long form is more complex,” 
Agron said. “ It incorporates true 
storytelling from cast members, 
and scenes (inspired by audience 
members). They intertwine and it 
conies together in an interesting, 
captivating, smart, fast-paced type 
of improv.”
Tickets are $5, and audience 
members dressed as a rock star or 
rapper get $1 off. Ticket reserva­
tions can also be found on the 
group’s Web site Smileaiidiiod.org.
CXMJRTF.SY P H tn o
Cal Poly Smile and Nod cast members Audrey Rufe and Duncan 
Calladine act out a scene during one of the improv group s sketches.
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Apple’s iPhone nothing more than an over-hyped James Bond gadget
Ryan Chartrand
M U STAN C  DAILY
Now that the buzz ot'Apple s lat­
est “revolutionary” product, the 
Apple il^hone, has died down, I’d 
like to take a nioinent to bring you 
back to reality (a cruel, yet slightly 
more logical world). What always 
amazes me about Apple gadgets, 
since they are no more than that, is 
that not only will the diehard 
Apple fans always look past the 
steep prices, but the outsiders, 
those who wish they were “cool,” 
follow suit. It’s like in the ‘90s 
when everyone had to have the 
thickest Fogs or the most flamboy­
ant yo-yo. Money simply doesn’t 
matter in an “iLife.” If only for a 
moment, stop acting like your 
shiny il’od ear buds fit snugly in 
your futile attempt to “fit in” and 
listen.
In five months, Apple will force 
you to donate $600 to their cause 
(aka ruling the world). In return, 
you will own a 4 1 /2 inch long 
James Bond video phone that has 
four gigabytes of space and doubles 
as an ancient “cell phone,” which is 
apparently used for communication 
between two human beings. 
Unfortunately, this will be the most 
insane donation you will ever see 
magically vanish from your pocket. 
While 1 would love to leave you 
with a list of charities that would 
use your donation to further the 
development of humanity rather
than the speed at which you con­
duct your life like Apple prefers, I 
decided to give you a more 
American solution.
Below you will find nine items 
that, when combined, could very 
well allow you to take over the 
world before Steve Jobs steals your 
money. Trust me, having a phone 
with a copy of “Pirates of the 
C’aribbean,” which you are appar­
ently supposed to watch while dri­
ving home after work, and a mere 
four gigabytes of space for useless 
storage will not bring the greatest 
good for the greatest number. 
Listen to John Stuart Mill and go 
shopping.
No. 1) A 250 gigabyte hard 
drive: $70 — First, let’s prove the 
fact that Apple has lost their mind 
in thinking they can charge you 
over $100 for a piece of hardware 
with only four gigabytes of space. 
Sure, a hard drive isn’t in pocket 
form, but isn’t having 246 extra 
gigabytes of space better than 
watching three minutes of “Law 
and Order” while waiting in line 
for a Big Mac?
No. 2) A 4 .S ounce bottle of 
Arbonne Ciinger Citrus Body 
Butter: $5 — The iPhone is 
approximately 4.8 ounces of pure 
bliss. If you absolutely must carry 
something around with the same 
weight, it might as well be some» 
delicious body butter. You might 
even end up looking as smooth and 
silky as the back of an iPod Video.
COURTSEY I’HOTO
No. 3) Seven inch portable 
DVD player: $80 — First, let me 
apologize if this feels like a 
MasterC'ard commercial. Second, if 
you so desperately need to watch 
movies while driving home from 
work or hang-gliding over the 
Eiffel Tower, why not buy a 
portable DVD player for about 
Cine-seventh the price? Even a 
lowly blank DVD holds four giga­
bytes more than the iPhone.
No. 4) Font Creator : $10 — 
Since you were a poor child grow­
ing up in Russia, you’ve always 
dreamed of having ytiur own font 
to use in Microsoft Word (which 
you have on your iMac to prove
FoodúIess. »
set the
most For 
your money 
mithour
eDerylay
loi prices!
you are a walking contradiction). 
Forget your fancy phones and start 
making dreams come true through 
your very own Make a Wish 
Fciundation.
No. 5) Lost: Season C^ne and 
Two: $90 — These are almost as 
essential as fotid. Without these, 
you might die of a starving mind 
by June.
No. 6) Shure E4c-n sound iso­
lating earphones: $212 — If you’re 
going to be out wasting money, 
you might as well waste a good 
amount of it on some worthy 
headphones for that iPod of yours. 
After all, what good is life if you 
can’t block out everyone surround­
ing you?
No. 7) One-hundred DVD-Rs: 
$25 — Look at this way:This is like 
having 100 iPhones. Yes, a far 
stretch, but how many times must I 
stress the pciint that four gigabytes 
of space, whether on a phone or a 
DVD, is nothing to dance in the 
streets about.
No. 8) C’ine-year membership to 
the President Baker Fan Cflub: $25 
— Need I say more?
No. 9) iPod Shurtle: $80 — 
Living without Apple entirely 
might not be safe your pure, Steve 
Jobs ideals-cultivated life, so we 
might as well toss in another iPod 
to add to your collection (most 
likely a pile of broken iPods).
I’m sure many of you are thinking, 
“Ryan, you fool, the reason the 
phone costs $600 is because it com­
bines so many marvelous gadgets 
into one beautiful array of bril­
liance!” Perhaps, but how often is it 
that you find yourself completely 
disconnected from your computer 
and all forms of entertainment? 
The only time of day that you are 
detached from modern technology 
is when you’re at class, and even 
there you’re most likely listening to 
your iPod. You then go straight 
home and watch movies on your 
computer, listen to music on iTunes 
and call people on your pathetic 
$300 phone.
Why is it so necessary to com­
bine your entire multimedia life 
into one piece of hardware, poorly 
categorized as a “phone,” when you 
are only cut off from computers 
and entertainment for a few hours a 
day? Bec7ause Apple owns you, of 
course.
1 am also well aware that the 
iPhone is considered cheap com­
pared to some phones on the mar­
ket. That, however, is far from the 
point. This is about the Apple 
lifestyle that has infested American 
culture and sent one too many col­
lege students into unnecessary debt.
Please, step out of your iLife and 
use the greatest gadget ever invent­
ed: your mind. Apple will easily get 
away with creating yet another 
trend if you are convinced that you 
are still in high school and not hav­
ing Uggs means not existing.Think, 
if only for a moment, why an 
iPhone is somehow' better than
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T i m e ^Ca p s u l e
January 26 ;
• 1905 Austrian-born singer Maria von Trapp is born.
• 1911 Richard Strauss* opera “ Der Rosenkavalier** receives its debut
performance at the Dresden State Opera.
• 1934 The Apollo Theater opens in Harlem.
• 1988 The musical “ The Phantom o f the Opera”  opens on Broadway.
New Jennifer Gamer movie ^Catch and Release’ a dead fish
Tripp Laino
rut niAMC^NDBAC K
While Susannah Grant is 
known for adapting inter­
esting and new stories for 
the silver screen (“Erin 
Brockovich,” “Ever After”), 
her latest endeavor and her 
first in the directors chair,
"t'atch and Kelease,” fails to be any­
thing more than a predictable, by-the- 
book romantic comedy. I )espite turns 
from Jennifer (iarner and the View 
Askewniverse genius of Kevin Smith, 
Grant’s latest release should have never 
been caught at all by any production 
studio.
“C-atch and Kelease” opens with 
Ciray Wheeler (Garner,Alias”) at the 
funeral reception for her recently 
departed fiance Cirady Douglas. 
Overwhelmed with emotion, she 
seeks refuge m an upstairs bathroom, 
iinly to have her solitude interrupted 
by the coital adventures of (irady’s 
friend, Fritz (Timothy Olyphant, 
“Deadwood”) who sought to end his
grief with one of the waitresses in the 
form of a quickie.
Naturally, having her sorrow inter­
rupted in such a rude way would 
deter Gray fiom ever seeking 
comfort in Fritz’s arms, but 
that would be realistic. Instead, 
in this unbelievable romantic 
comedy, love predictably — and 
also inexplicably — blossoms 
between the pair.
Garner and Olyphant develop a 
nice chemistry, but in the context of 
the film, the justification for their rela­
tionship never appears as anything but 
“falling into the arms of the other for 
a shoulder to cry on.” Fritz’s character 
provides Gray’s with comfort in her 
time of need, and he also fills her in 
on some details she didn’t know 
about her deceased fiance — Douglas 
was secretly a millionain.* because of a 
hefty inheritance from his father, and 
he was sending an unknow'ti recipient 
a monthly stipend from a hidden 
account. As Gray learns more about 
Wheeler’s secret life, she draws closer 
to Fritz; nevertheless. Grant fails to
develop the relationship between the 
two adequately, and it never truly 
makes sense to the audience.
Luckily for this film, it avoids fail­
ing completely, thanks to several 
excellent performances by the sup­
porting cast. Juliette Lewis 
(“Grilled”), veteran of the oddball 
role, turns in an entertaining perfor­
mance as Maureen, a massage thera­
pist and a part ofWheeler’s secret life. 
Her awkward massage session with 
Sam (Smith,“Cderks IF) oft'ers one of 
the few spots of physical comedy in 
the film and provides some much- 
needed laughs.
Smith is the biggest shock of 
“C'atch and Kelease,” as he not only 
proves that he can act beyond the one 
or two lines of the Silent Bob roles he 
claims in his View Askewniverse films, 
but also shows he can be counted on 
for both chuckle-worthy and heart­
warming moments. His performance 
is the most redeeming aspect of 
“C'atch and Kelease”; it seems as if 
every time Smith appears on semen, 
he chimes in with a clever one-liner
or is involved in a bit of physical com­
edy to brighten up the proceedings. If 
there were one major reason for see­
ing this film, it would be to catch his 
excellent performance — not much 
else in this film shines as brightly as 
Smith does.
While “Catch and Kelease” gets 
effort points for trying to do more 
with the romantic comedy genre, it
eventually becomes nothing more 
than your basic boy-meets-girl-then- 
falls-in-love-but-has-bumps-along- 
the-road story. This movie is like so 
many other forgettable romantic 
comedies that are released around 
Valentine’s Day, but find something 
else to do that evening with your sig­
nificant other —’’Catch and Kelease” 
leaves nothing but tangled lines.
COURI F-SY PHOTO
Former bride-to-be Gray Wheeler (Jennifer Garner) spends the day 
hanging out with possible love interest Fritz (Timothy Olyphant).
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The rules o f French dating.. .or lack thereof
Y ou meet someone at a party, in a class, through mutual friends. Go out 
to dinner or on a coffee date or 
two. Suffer through the somewhat 
awkward and confusing “what are 
we” phase. After a few weeks the 
conversation of commitment aris­
es and after a mutual agreement, 
you and your newfound infatua­
tion decided to be boyfriend and 
girlfriend. This is what most 
American 20-somethings know as 
dating.
I’d like to think that before I 
decided to take a year off from 
Cal Poly and move to France, I 
had this system down pretty well. 
However, after breaking into the 
social scene in Paris, I realized this 
meant nothing. Much to my sur­
prise, I’ve learned that Americans 
are the only ones that have a sig­
nificant dating system.
In the past five months I’ve 
adapted to living in a 
big city, speaking a 
foreign language, 
eating absurd
amounts of ham and 
cheese, and being 
stereotyped as “that 
blonde girl from 
California.” I was 
well aware of the 
notorious reputation 
of French men, but
after my arrival in _______
Paris I was surprised
about the way they
woo women. I never expected
that French “dating” would be so
different.
pick-up line for the 100th time:“I 
think you are very charming...! 
would like to get to know 
you...perhaps we could get a cof­
fee...! want to kiss you.” NO! 1 
don’t know you, you are not kiss­
ing me and no thanks on that cof­
fee. These are the words that usu­
ally flow from my mouth in my 
mangled French after a complete 
stranger approaches me in such a 
manner.
I guess 1 find this so shocking 
because 1 like to think that 
American men have at least some 
tact (no offense, guys) and would 
never approach a girl like this. 
Although, 1 have discovered that 
the French handle rejection a lot 
better than their American coun­
terparts. Telling someone “no” 
will sometimes lead to their 
incessant questions in their 
attempt to win over a girl. 
“Where are you from? Oh,
? ■ fiA.
NAME:
Sarah Hunt
MAJOR:
History
COUNTRY:
France
/"<*
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Next Friday: 
Helena Levin 
checks in from 
England.
W HAT?? I was dating the French 
rugby player and didn’t even know 
it  As I was soon to learn, there is 
no discussion o f dating or being 
exclusive with someone in France 
like in the U.S.
San Francisco or
about incessant and overwhelming 
text messages and phone calls from 
someone you hardly know.
I once met this French rugby 
player whom, by the time I had 
come home for the night, had 
already put on his game face. I 
came home with text 
messages on my phone 
asking me to coffee the 
next morning. This 
caught me off-guard 
and was quite the 
opposite of what I was 
used to. (By this I mean 
a contrast to most 
American guys who 
ask a girl for her num­
ber and either never 
_ _ _ _  plan on calling, or 
decide to play the wait­
ing game for days and 
days.) Two casual dinners later and I 
found mvself being practically
California 
L.A.?”
I do have to give some of the stalked by this guy. Every time I 
So here’s the scene: I’ll go out men credit; not all French guys would choose to spend time with 
with some of my girlfriends to a are so upfront and desperate, my friends and not with him, he 
local bar where we usually find However, the decent ones I’ve would get upset. 1 felt like I was 
ourselves approached by French met have tended to be somewhat arguing over such trivial and 
men, as well as the occasional for- obsessive. All girls love attention insignificant matters with someone 
eigner. Sometimes we can’t help and the occasional compliment, I thought of merely as a friend. A bit 
but laugh when we hear the same but there is nothing attractive distressed about the situation I ences
decided to speak with two French 
girlfriends of mine. After I told 
them that I went to dinner with this 
guy a few times and now he would­
n’t leave me alone they said: “Well 
you know, you are his girlfriend.” 
WHAT?? I was dating the French 
rugby player and didn’t even know 
it. As I was soon to learn, there is no 
discussion of dating or being exclu­
sive with someone in France like in 
the U.S. There is really only the 
unwritten rule that dating doesn’t 
exist — it’s all or nothing. So now I 
found myself having to break up 
with my supposed “boyfriend,” 
which I found absurd to have to do 
in the first place. I guess this is why 
it’s called a language harrier.
Even after I’ve had other foreign 
friends tell me how characteristic 
the “dating” system is to the United 
States, I wonder why many 
Europeans find our methods so 
obscure. I mean, would you really 
want to be attached to someone as 
their boyffiend/girlfriend if you 
hardly knew them? I guess it’s all of 
these subtle differences that 
account for misunderstood and 
misinterpreted cultural differ-
Got something to say?
Send a letter to the editor!
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1 » hi[! -
light the good and bad
Vtell, today 1 open my paper 
to find not one, not two, but 
three different articles bashing 
the Mustang Daily for implying 
that Spencer Wood was drunk at 
the time he died. All of them 
praised him and what he had 
acheived in life, and not one of 
them seemed the least bit 
inclined to admit that he had a
single flaw.
This, I find, is the problem 
with memorials. When I die, I 
want it known that I strived for 
future space colonization and 
that y loved playing dodgeh.ill. 
hm I also want it known fliat I 
. ,3 I I'lf -.Mti'r;- 
ca! What’s the point of a 
memorial if it’s not honest? 
When I’m memorialized, I want 
to be a real person, and to quote 
the Barenaked Ladies, “anyone 
perfect must be lying.”
Why is it so wrong to admit 
that in the midst of his caring, 
kindness, and charisma, Spencer 
Wood made a few mistakes in 
his life?
It’s not overly impressive for a 
perfect person to be kind, car­
ing, and talented, but I think it 
makes a person far more memo­
rable if they did these things 
while overcomiii! noiiu- l^u>l 
comings.
N. r
before vou portr.t' :Vi’ . Woou as 
Christ reborn (the feeling I get 
from these articles), and let’s 
remember who he really was: a 
good friend, a charitable person, 
and just perhaps, someone who 
drank more than he should have 
one night in his entire life.
Troy Kuersten
Aerospace engineering and physics
senior
I
with DaniellaTOrihuEla-Gruher
Check out today's
Online Exclusive 
Column
www.mustangdaily.net
I  ^ i S I
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Hall of Famer Paul Warfield was at 
wideout.
7. 1986 New York Giants
Lawrence Taylor piled up 20.5 
sacks and led a dominant defense fea­
turing players such as Harry C'arson, 
Leonard Marshall, Carl Banks, Jim 
Burt, Erik Howard and Pepper 
Johnson, among others.
Joe Morris rushed for 1,516 yards 
and 14 touchdowns to quietly lead 
the league s ninth-ranked offense.
I’hil Simms was 22 for 25 in the 
Super Bowl to cap a postseason run 
that included victories by scores of 
49-3, 17-0 and 39-20.
6. 1998 Denver Broncos
Lost in the shuffle of John Elway s 
swan song is the fact that the 1998 
Broncos are one of the 10 best Super 
Bowl champions ever.
The team was led by an awesome 
running game, featuring 2,000-yard 
rusher Terrell Davis, who was 
unstoppable all season. “TD” also 
scored 23 touchdowns behind an 
offensive line that was absolutely 
dominant despite being undersized.
While it wasn’t Elway’s best statis­
tical season ever (2,806 yards and 22 
touchdowns), he proved to be more 
than adequate as a leader, capturing 
MVI* honors for his performance in 
Super Bowl XXXIII. In addition to a 
potent running attack, the Broncos 
provided plenty of targets for Elway. 
Wide receivers Ed McCaffrey and 
Kod Smith both surpassed the 
l,(KK)-yard mark.Tight end Shannon 
Sharpe was also impressive with 10
touchdown grabs.
The defense was a veteran gixiup 
glued together by free agency. They 
weren’t the fastest unit, but played 
smart and together. Steve Atwater 
had his last great season, earning his 
final trip to the Pro Bowl.
The Broncos ended the regular 
season 14-2, sending Elway out on 
top in a 34-19 pasting of the “Dirty 
Birds’’ in the Super Bowl.
5. 1976 Oakland Raiders
They get the nod over the 1983 
Los Angeles Raiders because of their 
multitude of Hall of Famers or play­
ers who should be in the Hall of 
Fame — quarterback Ken Stabler, 
receivers Fred Biletmkoff and Cliff 
Branch, tight end Dave Casper, 
offensive linemen Art Shell, Gene 
Upshaw and Dave Dalby, defensive 
lineman Otis Sistrunk, linebackers 
Phil Villapiano and Ted Hendricks, 
cornerback Willie Brown, safeties 
George Atkinson and Jack Tatum and 
punter Ray Guy, to name a few.
The most notable thing about this 
team was that it finally dethroned — 
temporarily, at least — the Pittsburgh 
Steelers for the championship. They 
routed the Steelers 24-7 in the AFC 
title game and then pummeled the 
Minnesota Vikings 32-14 in Super 
Bowl XI at the Rose Bowl.
The team’s head coach. Cal Poly 
alumnus John Madden, was given a 
ride off the field on the shoulders of 
his adoring players after the game.
4. 1995 Dallas Cowboys
Many would cite the 1992 team 
or the two champions from the 
1970s.The 1995 team gets the nod in 
spite of coach Barry Switzer’s pres­
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ence at the helm.
The team, despite all of its flaws 
via probation violations and sub­
stance abuse, still managed a 12-4 
record and a victory over the Steelers 
in Super Bowl XXX.
The team featured the triplets 
(Troy Aikman, Emmitt Smith and 
Michael Irvin) in their prime. 
Aikman was the quintessential 
leader: calm, cool and error-free. 
Smith had a monster year behind a 
mammoth offensive line with 1,773 
yards rushing and a since-broken 
record of 25 touchdowns. In 
between snorting cocaine off strip­
pers, Irvin managed more than 1,6(K) 
yards receiving and hauled in 10 
touchdowns.
The primary reason this team is 
on the list as opposed to the Tom 
Landry or Jimmy Johnson squads is 
one man: Deion Sanders. Tristan and 
I both agree “Prime Time” was the 
difference maker as a cover corner 
and return specialist.
Add Sanders to a stellar defense 
that already had defensive end 
Charles Haley, defensive tackle Leon 
Lett and safety Darren Woodson, and 
you had a dominant unit. Although 
you wouldn’t let them date your sis­
ter, this was an awesome collection of 
football talent.
3. 1978 Pittsburgh Steelers
Considered one of the greatest 
dynasties in sports history, the 
Steelers captured four Super Bowls 
in five years. We’ll take the 1978 team 
because they went 14-2 and beat an 
excellent Dallas team 35-31 in one 
of the greatest Super Bowls ever. 
Also, the team featured 10 Hall of 
Famers, including head coach Chuck 
Noll.
The Steelers’ dynasty was 
undoubtedly forged by its “Steel 
Curtain” defense. The unit featured 
four Hall of Famers, with one at each 
level, including Joe Greene at defen­
sive tackle, linebackers Jack Ham and
Jack Lambert and Mel Blount at cor­
nerback. The group terrorized NFL 
offenses for the better part of a 
decade.
The offense wasn’t too shabby 
either, with Terry Bradshaw, 1,000- 
yard rusher Franco Harris and the 
Canton-bound receiver duo of Lynn 
Swann and John Stallworth. Center 
Mike Webster was a standout on an 
offensive line that continually 
opened holes for Harris and Rocky 
Bleir. Combine one of the greatest 
defenses in football history with a big 
play offense and you get the No. 3 
team on our list.
2. 1985 Chicago Bears
The best defense in league history, 
a 15-1 record, the Super Bowl 
Shuffle, Walter Payton finally getting 
a ring, a 375-pound defensive tackle 
known as “The Refrigerator” who 
scored touchdowns out of the back- 
field, a headband-toting quarterback 
with a photographic memory, a 
world-class sprinter at wideout and 
the snow coming.down at Soldier 
Field.
What’s not to love about this 
bunch?
They drilled teams by scores like 
45-10, 24-3, 44-0, 36-0 and 37-17. 
That’s just in the regular season.
In the playoffs, they won their first 
two games by a combined score of 
45-0, then beat the New England 
Patriots 46-10 in Super Bowl XX.
Payton had 2,034 yards from 
scrimmage and led an underrated 
offense that finished sixth in the 
league in yardage and second in scor­
ing.
Defensive end Richard Dent (17 
sacks) and middle linebacker Mike 
Singletary led a defense that picked 
off 34 passes and made players think 
twice about going over the middle 
because of do-everything safety Gary 
Fencik.
There may never again be a team 
to dominate so convincingly and
revel in doing so m such an enter­
taining manner.
1. 1989 San Francisco 49ers
This was tough for the both of us, 
as respective Raiders (Tristan) and 
Cowboys (Devan) fans. The fact that 
we unanimously selected this team as 
the best of all-time is a testament to 
how great it was.
The first sign you are a good team
— Steve Young is your BACKUP 
quarterback. They get the nod over 
the 1985 Chicago Bears. Why, you 
ask? Two words: Jim McMahon.
The first sign you are a great team
— Joe Montana is your starting 
quarterback. Although he missed 
three games, Montana still threw for 
3,521 yards and 26 touchdowns with 
only eight interceptions. Jerry Rice 
was...well,Jerry Rice.The all-world 
receiver racked up 1,483 and caught 
17 of his 207 total career touch­
downs. John Taylor also made the Pro 
Bowl with 1,077 yards and 10 
touchdowns as a No. 2 receiver. The 
running game was solid with full­
back Tom Rathman paving the way 
for running back Roger Craig, who 
tallied more than 1,5(M) total yards.
This team’s offense was so good 
that people forget how good the 
defense was. The Niners’defense was 
third in scoring and was a hard- 
nosed unit. Hall of Fame safety 
Ronnie Lott anchored a play-mak­
ing secondary, while Bill 
Romanowski and Matt Milieu led 
the linebackers. Charles Haley con­
stituted a legitimate menace up front 
with 10.5 sacks.
Only two questions remain about 
this team. How did they lose two 
games? Why did they manage only 
55 points against the Broncos in 
Super Bowl XXIV?
Arc you fired up alnuit Sufwr liowl 
history and disagree with our list? Write 
a letter or pt>st a eonuuent at unnumus- 
tangdaily.net.
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4 Poly football players 
have academics honored
MUSIANC; DAILY SIAKH Kfcl’O R I
Four C'al Poly football players 
were named Tuesday to the Cireat 
West Football Conference All- 
Academic Team.
The four Mustangs honored 
were junior strong safety Clint 
Autry, sophomore offensive lineman 
Patrick Koligian, freshman line-
seniorbacker Mike Montero and 
linebacker Justen Peek.
Autry had a 3.32 GPA in agricul­
tural business, Koligian a 3.23 in 
general engineering, Montero a 
3.38 in industrial technology and 
Peek a 3.44 in civil engineering.
Selection to the team requires a 
3.2 GPA and participation in 50 
percent of the team’s games.
Kobe voted All-Star 
starter for 9th time
Brian Mahoney
ASSCX:iATED PRESS
Gilbert Arenas pulled out another 
late victory.
The Washington star surged past 
Vince C'arter in the final days of All-
S b e ^ & lv jf o |k S in t e 0
Crossword
ACROSS
1 Threatening to 
sue, maybe
12 Portrayer of 
Clouseaus 
superior, in film
15 Versatile 
modem device
16 She played 
Eloise in 
Mogambo'
17 Stalled
18 Tapping target
19 Knock-down- 
drag-out
20 "Where___
was thickest 
fight'. Milton
21 Adder s-tongue 
or Venus's-hair
22 ‘Je vous en
___ ' (“You're
welcome". F r )
23 "Take___ ■
1905 #1 hit
24 Words before 
may or might, in 
verse
25 Final finisher, in 
Falmouth
26 Not buying it
28 Bavarian 
keepsake
29 Yet
30 Multiplication 
table, e g
32 Under the table
33 Prominent 
Quebec City 
daily, with ‘ Le*
34 Pocket holders
35 Not have to 
check bags, say
37 It turns out 
looies Abbr.
40 Ran
41 Crash sites?
42 Kind of score, 
for one doing 
postgrad 
studies
43 Classic PC's
Edited by Will Shortz
ANSWER TO  PREVIOUS PUZZLE
□ Q D  a U D O Ü Q  □ □ □ □  
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□ □ □ □ □  BOD BOBO 
BDBDQBDBBBBBBBB 
BBBD BBUBDB BUB 
□BBB □ □ □ □ □ □  BBB
44 Mayor who 
co-wrote 
“Murder at City 
Hair
45 Pink-pulped 
produce
46 Air Tahiti___
(earner to 
Papeete)
47 Soon to be 
heard
49 Coast Guard 
figure. Abbr.
50 Go downhill
51 One targ^ of 
Rachel Carson's 
"Silent Spring"
52 Mysterious 
swimmers
DOWN
1 Seafood entree
2 Supplies
3 Charlotte___
4 Ally's roommate 
on “Ally McBeal'
5 City on Presque 
Isle Bay
6 Piper topper
7 Add-on
6 Procter & 
Gamble brand
9 Junks
10 One may be 
technical Abbr
11 It II easily pass 
you
12 Like some 
resorts
13 Budget figure
14 Blow up
21 Seafood 
entrees
23 "Beyond the 
Horizon" writer
T T
T T
W
BT
25
s r
w
«
w
FT
No. 1215
T7
ruT
|16
Punl« by L«n Oanbam
24 Charged
26 Comment after 
bombing
27 They may take 
atoll
28 Allen and Rossi
30 Stagnant
31 Fearmonger
32 Lme on an 
application
TT T
33 Like many 
aprons
34 Recipe amounts
38 "No Escape’ 
star, 1994
37 Dweller on the 
Yodo River
38 TV  host with 
three Emmys
39 Convention roll 
call
42 Profit
44 Gonitis target
45 Tar, e g
47 Some E R. 
cases
43 Part of a board 
Abbr
For answers, call 1-900-285-5656, $1 20 a minute, or, with a 
credit card, 1-800-814-5554
Annual subscnptions are available for the best of Sunday 
aosswords from the last 50 years 1-888-7-ACROSS 
Onkne subscriptions Today’s puzzle and more than 2.000 
past puzzles, nytimes comA:rosswords ($34 95 a year)
Share tips nytimes com^zzleforum Crosswords for young 
solvers nytimes com/leaming/xwords.
Star voting to claim the second 
Eastern Conference guard spot by 
3,010 votes Thursday, the fourth- 
closest margin for a starting spot.
LeBron James, the MVP last year, 
led all players with more than 2.5 
million votes for the Feb. 18 game in 
Las Vegas.
The first All-Star game held out­
side an NBA city will maintain one 
traditional look: Shaquille O ’Neal 
was chosen to his 14th straight All- 
Star game, tying Jerry West and Karl 
Malone for the most consecutive 
selections.
Arenas was 214,460 votes behind 
C'arter two weeks ago, but finished 
with 1,454,166 to Carter’s 
1,451,156.
“It is an unbelievable feeling,’’ 
Arenas said. “Two years ago, 1 was 
voting myself in for the game. Now 
fans are voting me in, and I’m going 
to do what they are looking for. I’ve 
got something to give back to the 
fans during All-Star weekend.”
Arenas’ rally was the latest January 
highlight for the guard who has 
forced his name into the MVP dis­
cussion with a series of clutch per­
formances. He hit long 3-pointers to 
win games against Milwaukee and 
Utah, is second in the NBA with 
29.7 points per game and will
su|do|icu
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become the first Washington player 
to start since Michael Jordan in 
2003. Jordan wasn’t voted in by fans 
but started in place of Carter, who 
gave up his spot in the lineup.
Arenas, O ’Neal and James will be 
joined in the East lineup by Dwyane 
Wade and another first-time starter, 
Toronto forward C'hris Bosh.
Injured Houston centerYao Ming 
led all West players with more than 
2.4 million votes. Kevin Garnett and 
Tim Duncan were voted in at for­
ward, while Kobe Bryant and Tracy 
McGrady won the guard spots.
McGrady held off Deriver new­
comer Allen Iverson, who would 
have finished ahead of Arenas to earn 
a starting spot if he were still in 
Philadelphia. Iverson started the last 
seven All-Star games and was the 
MVP in 2001 and 2(M)5.
“That was a blessing in disguise,” 
Arenas said about Iverson’s move.“It 
potentially opened years of getting 
in because of him going out West. 
He ate up all of the votes, along with 
Dwyane Wade. Now all I had to do 
is catch Vince Carter, and that is 
what 1 did.”
James couldn’t quite catch Yao. 
His total o f2,516,049 votes has been 
topped only by Yao’s 2(K)5 total of 
2,558,278.
“That’s something I’ve never 
dreamed of,”James said. “I’ve always 
wanted to be an All-Star, but being 
the leading vote-getter over guys 
like Vince Carter, Shaquille CT’Neal, 
Dwyane Wade and Allen Iverson, 
you never think that’s going to hap­
pen. Just getting the opportunity to 
be the leading vote-getter is kind of 
unbelievable.”
A.C. Green edged Malone by 
1,226 votes in 199(1 for a starting 
forward spot, Kareem Abdul-Jabbar 
was 1,817 ahead of Ralph Sampson 
in 1984, and John Stockton won the 
West’s second guard spot by 2.5(>2 
votes over Derek Harper in 19SKI.
CLASSIFIED
HELP WANTED
Babysitter needed in North County. 
Must have reliable transportation.
Aprox. 12 hrs/ wk.
(80 5) 226-7547
Research Candidates
Coastal Medical Research Group, 
Inc. is conducting a clinical 
research trial for participants with 
Candidiasis. Are you 18 years 
of age or older? Do you have 
vaginal itching, burning or 
irritation? You may qualify to 
participate in this research study. 
Qualified participants will receive 
study related medical exams, 
investigational medication and 
reimbursement for time and travel.
Call for more information: 
Coastal Medical Research Group,
Inc. 805-549-7570
Raise the Respect
Educating student about injustices 
happening globally. Take Action! 
RaisetheRespect@gmail.com
HELP WANTED
Research Candidates
CMRG is actively looking for 
Research Candidates to 
participate in a clinical trial. If you 
are 18 years or older, diagnosed 
with a Sinusitis Infection and have 
had symptoms longer than 7 days 
and less than 28 days with two 
of the following: Facial Pain, 
Purulent Nasal Discharge, Frontal 
Headaches, Maxillary Dental Pain, 
or Fever, you may qualify for this 
clinical research study. Please call 
Coastal Medical Research Group 
at 805-549-7570 
for more information.
Time and travel may be 
reimbursed for qualified patients.
Join Beyond Shelter to volunteer 
at local homelessness shelter! 
beyondshelter@hotmail .com
SHOUT OUTS! FREE EVERY THURS 
Submit your’s by Tuesday! 
classifieds@mustangdaily.net
HELP WANTED
Winter/Spring Positions Available 
Earn up to 150$ per day 
Exp not Required. 
Undercover shoppers needed 
To Judge Retail and 
Dining Establishments.
Call 8 0 a 7 2 2 -4 7 9 1
ANNOUNCEM ENTS
¿kV D IV E TAFT
100% ADRENALINE RUSH Tandem 
& AFF Excellent Safety Record 
Student Discount 
www.skydivetaft.com
(66 1) 765-5867
FOR SALE
Pure White Male & Female 
English Bulldog Puppies 
AKC registered, champion 
bloodlines, health guaranteed. 
Wormed, shots, vet checked. 
7 weeks old. Available NOW 
for $800 each. Email: 
morganlewis02@yahoo.com 
or call 206-984-2859
HOM ES FOR SALE
Free List of all Houses and 
Condos for sale in SLO.
Nelson Real Estate 
(80 5) 546-1990 or email 
steve@slohomes.com
Beautiful 4BR located near 101 
SLO. This 2-story custom has 3 
Full baths & a cozy Family Room, 
Quick access to Poly. $709,000, 
CALL US ON CONDOS, TOO. 
ADOBE REALTY 
543-2693
RENTAL HOUSING
Room Available for Winter/Spring 
Master Bdrm with 2 wak-in 
closets, BR, shower, W/D included. 
Chill roommates, very clean. Stay 
for summer possible. $800 OBO 
Please call: (949) 510-1886
QUOTE OF THE DAY
“The unexamined life is 
not worth living"
- Socrates
LOST AND FOUND
FOUND scarf in University Cashier 
Call Betty: 756-2310
FOUND: Silver Christmas-shaped 
hoop earrings. (64 6) 483-9647
REWARD for lost gold bracelet with 
heart and "Frances" engraved 
Please call: (80 5) 464-1000
FOUND Bluetooth headset in 
library Sunday (1/14)
Please call (916) 616-7434
FOUND Skateboard at Customer 
Service Poly Card Office 
Call: (805) 756-5939
LOST Motorola cell phone 
contact: hduong@calpoly.edu
FOUND Woman’s watch near 
Foothill Blvd. Call (916)  214-5090
Lost Pick-up line near Fischer Hall.
REWARD: Lost Tl 89 Calculator 
Call Joe at (805)  234-3934
Missing anything?
Lost and Found ads are FREE
M ustang  D ailySports Sports Editor: Tristan Aird • mustan3dailysports@3mail.com Assistant Sports Editor; Frank StranzIFriday, January 26, 2007 12
w w w .m u s ta n 3d aiiy .net
Poly women swimmers 
ready for San D i^ o  S t .
PATRICK TRAUTFIELD FILE PHOlXl
Cal Poly sophomore Amy Speer competes in the 200 butterfly in the Mustangs’ 153*143 nonconference 
win over visiting UC Santa Cruz on Jan. 15. Cal Poly faces San Diego State at Pepperdine on Saturday.
The Mustangs will have their 
final tune-up for February’s 
Big West Conference 
Championships this weekend.
Cassie Gaeto
MUSTANG DAILY
The Cal Poly womens swimming 
and diving team will travel to 
Peppertline in Malibu to take on San 
Diego State in a nonconference meet 
at noon Saturday.
The meet is the women s last meet 
before entering the Big West 
Conference Championships in Long 
Beach from Feb. 21 to 24.
The Mustangs have already defeat­
ed Pepperdine twice this season, but 
are yet to swim against San Diego 
State.
“Pepperdine and San Diego State 
are both good teams, and we could 
very well win the meet, but I’m moa*
concerned about how sharp we 
come across and how we do individ­
ually,” Cal Poly head coach Tom 
Milich said.
The women lost to their last 
opponents, UC Davis and Pacific, in a 
meet Jan. 20.
The team started off its training by 
swimming about 11 miles per prac­
tice and Milich is slowly working 
down the swimmers’ mileage to get 
them ready for the races they face at 
the end of the sea.son.
“This is going to be a tune-up 
meet for us,” Milich said. “In swim­
ming you train so hard and so much 
to prepare for the championships, 
sometimes you just want to cut out 
the competitions and get to training.”
After Saturday’s competition, the 
women will not have any other 
meets until the championships. The 
time off between the meets will allow 
the women the necessary time in the 
p(x>l instead of on the road.
“This meet will be a gotid indica­
tor to see where you are at, but if you 
don’t swim well you still have time to 
get ready for the championships,” said 
sophomore Patricia Laverty, who w ill 
be swimming in the 100- and 2(H)- 
meter backstroke events and the 
medley relay.
Cal Poly is one of six in the Big 
West, which also includes UC Santa 
Barbara, UC Irvine, Pacific, UC 
Davis and Cal State Northridge in 
swimming.
“I think Cal State Northridge 
could be our biggest competition at 
the championships,” Laverty said.
The Mustangs lost to Cal State 
Northridge on Jan. 12 by a score of 
133-129.
The Cal Poly men do not com­
pete again until the Big West 
Conference Championships, which 
are also held for the men from Feb. 
21 to 24.
COMIVIENTARY
Mustang Daily picks top 
10 Super Bowl champs
Devan McClaine and Tristan Aird scores of 49-37, 11-6 and 23-16.
MUSTANG DAIIY
Nine days from Super Bowl XLI, we got to thinking, which we 
don^t do much of.
But when we do, it’s usually about 
football.
And this time, it was about rank­
ing the top 10 Super Bowl champi­
ons of all-time — with one condi­
tion. Only one team from each fran­
chise can appear on our list. For 
example, you’ll notice the omissions 
of several 49ers, Steelers and 
Cowboys teams for the sake of 
diversity.
We each ranked the teams Nos. 
1-10 and assigned point totals to 
each based on where they fell.
Much to Devan’s dismay, the 
2004 New England Patriots are 
nowhere to be found. To Tristan’s 
shock, the 1996 Green Bay Packers 
are off the list.
Now to count down;
10. 1999 St. Louis Rams
Along with San Francisco’s 
Roger Craig in 1985, running back 
Marshall Faulk was one of two play­
ers in league history to surpass 1,(MH) 
yards both rushing and receiving. He 
finished with an all-time league 
record 2,429 yards from scrimmage.
And even Faulk wasn’t this team’s 
MVP. That would be Cinderella 
quarterback Kurt Warner, formerly 
of the Arena Football League’s Iowa 
Barnstormers. Warner threw for 
4,353 yards and 41 touchdowns 
with only 13 picks.
The receivers on this team — 
Isaac Bruce, Torry Holt. Az-zahir 
Hakim and Ricky Proehl — came 
in waves and ran deep crossing 
routes that made defensive backs’ 
heads spin. Former Cal Poly receiv­
er Chris Thomas was part of a spe­
cial teams unit that returned two 
kicks and one punt for scores.
And as overlooked as the defense 
was. it was ranked fourth in the 
league in fewest points allowed, 
picked off 29 passes and rolled up 57 
sacks.
The only rea.son this team is not 
higher is because it hardly dominat­
ed in the playoffs, getting by with
9. 1966 Green Bay Packers
The grand daddy of them all, lit­
erally. The first team to win the 
Super Bowl hiakes the list over their 
1996 counterparts. Tristan made a 
strong case for the Brett Favre-led 
Packers, which finished first in scor­
ing offense and defense.
In turn, I made the argument for 
the Tom Brady-Bill Belichick 2(K)4 
Patriots. In the end, we decided we 
had to include a Vince Lombardi 
team. The Super Bowl trophy is 
named after him.
Call me old fashioned, but what 
happened to smash mouth football? 
Lombardi was as old school as high 
water pants and white socks and his 
team mirrored that image. 
Lombardi’s squad featured nine Hall 
of Famers if we count the coach.
The offense was hardly exciting, 
hence the “three yards and a cloud 
of dust” credo. However, what they 
lacked in excitement they made up 
for in efficiency. Quarterback Bart 
Starr had 14 touchdowns and three 
interceptions. The backfield featured 
the Hall of Fame tandem of Jim 
Taylor and Paul Hornung.
The defense was led by linebacker 
Ray Nitschke and cornerback Herb 
Adderly. The team was well- 
coached. After a victory over Dallas 
in the famous “ Ice Bowl,” 
Lombardi’s Pack crushed the Kansas 
City Chiefs 35-10 in Super Bowl I.
8. 1972 Miami Dolphins
Everyone knows they are the 
only team to run the table, but they 
got a bad rap for winning some 
close games.
Unfair.
This 17-0 squad won games by 
scores of 34-13, 23-0, 52-0, 31-10 
and 16-0.
It IS rarely mentioned as such, but 
this team boasted the best running 
game in NFL history. They rushed 
for 2,960 yards, had two l,(KK)-yard 
rushers (Larry Csonka and Mercury 
Morris) plus a 500-yard rusher (Jim 
Kiick) to boot.
By the way. Bob Griesc and Earl 
Morrall were at quarterback and
sec Top 10, page 10
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The Super Bowl XX champion 1985 Chicago Bears carried off head 
coach Mike Ditka following a 46-10 win over the New England 
Patriots in January 1986. Chicago will play in its first Super Bowl in 
21 years on Feb. 4.
